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returned with another, a dark, bearded man, who spoke
excellent English.

" I know England," he said, " I have not long been back
from your country "

" What part do you know? " I asked.

" Farnham, in Surrey," he replied. " I have been there
at a monastery of Benedictine monks "

It was strange to sit in this room in Baghdad, talking about
Farnham with two swarthy priests whose faces were like those
of Assyrian kings. Did he ever hear anyone in Farnham speak
of Cobbett. No, he replied gravely. Was he a bishop ? No,
I said, with equal gravity, Gobbett was not a bishop.

Then we talked of Baghdad and the Chaldean Church,
and the unhappy Nestorian Church, of which it was once a
part. The Nestorian Church is now called, most confiisingly,
the Assyrian Church. The Chaldean Church broke away
from the Nestorians in the sixteenth century, and became
united with the Church of Rome. For three centuries, with
the exception of lapses now and then, their church has been
in communion with Rome.

We spoke with sorrow of the terrible misfortunes of the
Nestorian (Assyrian) Church and of the splendour of its early
days, when its missionaries carried the Christian Faith into
China.

" It is like an army," he said, " worn out and scattered
after many great battles."

We talked of the Chaldean Patriarch, whose splendid title
is " Patriarch of Babylon."

Promising to revisit them, I said good-bye, but they insisted
on leading me through the tangle of lanes: three men in
black, with melon-shaped turbans of black satin on their
heads; and the faces beneath, the long, straight noses, the
pallid sallowness, and the ebony-black beards, reminded me of
the copper head of an Assyrian king in the museum at Baghdad.
Although this king lived two centuries before Christ and dressed
his beard in a thousand little separate scented curls, his face
has come down unchanged through twenty-one centuries to
the Chaldean priests of Baghdad,